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judge and think that it required a much further consideration
and recompence than was offered. And surely, if the matter had
been anything friendly, and with any manner of reasonable
conditions treated with us, you think we would not have refused
it. It was bare tallage that Princes might grant what they would
in respect of marriage, where the demand was such as the like
was never heard of; arid yet His Majesty was then content, and
as you think would yet be, to give a greater portion in respect of
that marriage than ever was given in a like or a far greater case;
so as we might have some reasonable way devised for the rest
that should not be remitted in respect of the same, either by
stalling1 the remnant of the arrearages to days of payment and
the moderation of the pension, or by the giving of some lands
to us in recompence of it, which might be done without any
their great lack or damage; yea, and in your opinion much to
their surety: as, to utter your own fantasy, if they would pre-
sently give us Ardres, with the confines, which is but a small
matter, with the country of Brednerd,2 which they have but lately
overrun and devasted, and Turneham and Mountory, which
' they have not yet in peaceable possession, with some other such
corner or piece of ground as might be commodious for us, and
be a mean of establishment of such meets and bounds between
us, as should for ever abolish all cause and occasion of contention
and quarrel between both realms: and for the rest, that should
not with these things be countervailed, to covenant that if here-
after he should chance to get any other things meet for us, to
give us -the same in full and dear recompence of all matters now
between us.

By this or some like devices you may say they might, as you
think, be most assured of our friendship, which might stand
them, if they weigh it well, in no small stead; as, if they consider
things well, you may say of yourself that they give pensions to
many, which might better be withdrawn than this, and cannot
stand them in any such stead as we may. For if we two were
once thus surely knit and conjoined together, and all these matters

1 Fixing the days for making payments by instalments.

* Brednerd is Bredenard, a district in Flanders; Turneham is Tournc-
ham in Artois, and Mountory the castle of Montoire between Audruick
and Tournehem.